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We are all more familiar with the leopard of the African savannas and 
Asian jungles, but in the extreme northeast Asia lives a rare and 
elusive subspecies in the temperate forests and harsh winters of the 
Russian Far East.  It is known as the Amur, or Far Eastern leopard 
and, with its thick coast and long tail, its appearance is strikingly 
different from its cousins to the south.  And with only 28-30 left in 
the wild, is one of the most endangered big cats in the world.  To the 
north, extreme cold and deep snows prevent successful colonization, 
and to the south, intensive development in China and elsewhere has 
destroyed its habitat, with the result that leopards occur only in a thin 
sliver of habitat along the Russian-Chinese border, with the majority 
in Southwest Primorye, Russia (see map).  A few leopards may still 
exist in North Korea as well, but our attempts to conduct surveys 
there have so far not been successful. 
 
Threats 
 
Threats to these few remaining leopards are many.  First, the area is 
politically sensitive because it borders China and North Korea (and 
leopards are known to cross these borders).  Secondly, habitat loss 
and fragmentation through logging, frequent human-caused fires, and 
planned  and ongoing development projects, such as a major gas
pipeline, are major problems.  Thirdly, leopards are lost to poachers
and “retaliation killing” 
of leopards that kill 
deer on local deer 
farms.  Poaching of 
roe deer and sika 
deer, the leopards 
primary prey, poses as 
great a threat as 
poaching of leopards 
themselves.  Lastly, 
because leopards are 
found in one small 
population, they are 
threatened by 
inbreeding, 
introduced diseases, 
and catastrophes such 
as major fires.   
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Our conservation activities for the Amur leopard 
include: 
 
Research: Ecological, biomedical and genetic data are 
collected and we conduct daily snow tracking of 
leopards in winter in order to  understand habitat 
requirements, food habits, susceptibility to disease and 
causes of mortality.     
 
Monitoring:  Yearly observations to determine trends 
are essential with a population so small.  For the past 
six years we have conducted camera-trapping surveys 
in the core of the leopards range.   
 
Anti-poaching brigades: Funding is provided for Russian and 
Chinese anti-poaching teams that operate exclusively in leopard 
range to protect the remaining leopards and their main prey species. 
 
Fire fighting:   Leopard habitat is being lost by seasonal fires that 
eventually replace rich forest stands with open grasslands.  We 
support fire-fighting teams, the creation of a firebreak system and 
the development of collective fire-management plans. 
 
Education and awareness:  Until we started education and media 
campaigns, manylocal villagers in the Amur leopard range did not 
know that the Amur leopard survives only in SW Primorye and is 
critically endangered. The fate of the Amur leopard will ultimately 
depend on the attitudes of local people. Effective conservation is 
only possible if the local villagers start to take pride in “their” 
leopard. 
 
Policy:  Working with both Russian and Chinese officials, we have sought to bring the two nations 
together in a co-operative effort to conserve wildlife, especially the Amur leopard.  Creation of the 
Hunchun Tiger Leopard Reserve in China, which borders several wildlife refuges in Russia, was a direct 
result of these collaborative efforts.  We continue our efforts to foster co-operation and co-management. 
 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO SAVE  
THE AMUR LEOPARD  

 
Contact for more information: 

Dale Miquelle, dalemiq@vlad.ru or dmiquelle@wcs.org 
www.amur-leopard.org 
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